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German Supply Roads and
Convoys Now Under Man-gin'- s

Observation

By G. H. PERMS
Special Cable lo Etening Public ledger

Covvriuht, J91S by JVeu Yoik Times Co

Willi tlm French Armlm. Sept 4

The last stn.Be of the victorious ap-
proach of Mangln's nrmj to the southern
corner of the great German line of

about LaCf-ru- mukes an lmmnc
difference In the situation We hae
(lowly been climbing b conerglng
routes up what the soldiers rail the
elacls on the outer slopes and breaking
flown, one b one the outhing fortifica-
tions of th i' natural citadel that
has been lengthened with nil the re-

sources of most modern military science
It, as the rologne Gazette sa, this
defense has been for the enemv the bit-

terest of the war Us difficulties
fur tho rrtncli ini eadlh h" admitted
In such a case it Is onlj the most per-

sistent alor In all ranks and the
shrewdest cliposltioi s by tne arm com-

mand that can win the load to vlctnrv
Wo are now atop the outer wall of

the fortress on the west front I.eullh
to Tern-Scr- and on the south aboe
Cuffles and Ciouy The formei posl-tto- n

s the more Important because It
gives us henceforth extended views over
the German rear and sjnpH rond
Standing on the promontory above
Leuilly you lool across the Ailette right
up the vallev between St Gobaln moun-

tain and the Chemln-des-Dam- Anlgny
Is below jou The fwo towers of Laon
Cathedral rise fiom the northwest hori-

zon, and hetween these points jou have
the hlghwajs on which the German
convoys depend under full observation

Hill 172, just south of Terny-Sorn-

the highest point of the Solssons moor-

lands, which was carried by a famous
body of zouaes and other French troops
oter the dead bodies of part of the
Prussian Guard, gives a different pros-

pect. Looking back to the southwet,
vmi see swelling slopes cut by the deep,
narrow gullies by which we mounted
step by bloody step from th Alsne
valley. Forward to the east jou face
the terrible battlefield where in April
of last year from the mouth of a shel-
tering quarry

Must Not Relax,
Maurice Warns

By MAJOR GENERAL SIR FRED-ERIC-

B. MAURICE

Continued from race One

ture of Monchy last week I take
it. but an advance guard, and the full
effect of the movement has now been
seen in tne breaking of the Drocourt
Hne. They have also won bj hard
fighting, and It is not possible that our
war losses, should have remained as

'tXexiraor'nar"y 'ow aa fhev were a
"Week agtj, not that there la any reason
to believe them to be excessive, and
they have been more tnan compen-
sated for better results obtained

For these we must look beyond the
actual battlefield A week ago, when
I was In France, no one expected to
recover Kemmel, Neuve Egllse Uldge,
Ballleul and Estaires without a battle
which would cost us many thousands
of casualties.

The enemy has been forced to with
draw from all these place? and to make
considerable readjustment of his front
In Flanders, which may go further be-
cause of his heavy losses further south,
and because he had to find troops to
meet Sir Douglas Haig's advance to-

ward Doual and Cambrai. Thus our
gains in Flanders must be added to our
gains in Picardy when we are balanc-
ing accounts of past battles, nor must
it be forgotten that our victories have
freed the French coal fields, which had
to close down in consequence of the
German advance into Flanders last
April. This is a matter which touches
uh all very closely, for it means that
thA w hlnh TTVnnA hnn hpn fnrMrt
to make iiDon us for coal will before
many months are past be reduced, and
Sir Guy Calthrop will be relieved of
some of his anxieties.

Bethinie Within Grasp
Furthermore, the Arras Albert-Amien- s

railway is again in our hands,
and there Is an excellent prospect that

..before long and for the first time In
? the war we shall be able to see an ex

tension of that railway through Lens
to Bethune. This will give us a great
Increase In maneuvering powers and
Franco very improved facilities for
her coal supply.

The breach which we thus made In
the Wotan line, otherwise known as
the Drocourt switch, is one more proof
of the truth of what I was saying last
week.

The barrier in the west has ceased
to be impenetrable Io line ean now
stop an attack by our tanks backed by
a short but ey Intense bombardment
and above all, by our men, provided we
keep battalions up to strength and give
them ample opportunities for training
But we must not expect miracles There
is a sound old military maxim, hope
for the best and prepare for the worst
The one fatal course Is to hope for
the best and do nothing

1 cannot be accused of underestimat-
ing our prospects In the past As far
back as August 11 I said that It was
legitimate to hope that the effect of
Haig's Uctory of August 8, would be to
cause the enemy to fail back over the
oonuiic v reruiine, ana to reaajust nis
rront nortn or tnat river. That fore
cast was based not so much upon the
effect of the gain of ground which had

F been made, but upon the effect of the
j, iumcb wjnvu nau oeen inmcieu upon
i ins enemy since August 8 His losses

haye been increasingly heavj., and his
need for shortening his front grows
greater.

Stmt Keep Up I'reature

rAJ' e may, inereiore. nope to see the
jV, .enemy still further east before long, but

IvC fc uwc nut mean mill cuinpieie vie
I torjr is yet in sight, for he can and is
IJV'j shortening his front line, while our men

linVA had a harri VA9i nnrl nannnf ci nn
'Ji f lighting hard much longer unless they
it,ar. Kept up to run strength. Sow that
ve... the enemy is yielding it Is time to keen

?S hAtto pressure on him, and. therefore, there
f 1 ifs'tareater need than ever fnr avnrv

economy which we can make to release
,4 men, lor the front.
ovtfrThe enemy Is on the down-grad- e and

; w',nave just been told that he has had
t break up eight divisions and had to
MNtoal to disparaged Austria for help
'Miat process of breaking up divisions

continue and will be hastened as a
quence of Hale's last victory, but

not mean that the enemy Is ex- -
'without Austrian help. He has

tu. which is about what we
. M Is true that the avcrarelir dlvilon la greater, par--

. ia Ainmwa mvisiona.
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Prisoners Betray Fact That

German Army Is Begin-

ning to Break

NAVAL BRIGADES HIT
AT CAMBRAI ROAD

Pursuers Sweep Wilderness of
Chalk Trenches and

Ruin of War

PLAGUE-STRICKE- LAND

Enemy Abandons Last Stores
of Ammunition in Hur-

ried Flight

(ontinucd from I'ar Ono

SIt second division and othtis
fought In elouds of poison g.i and
undei stotms of shells

take Ktain in Night

English tioops who vvwe woikirig
with the Canadians on the left aie
reported to have taken the village
of Etaln Mondav night with sixty
prlsoneis, and esterdi moining
their patiols went into Recouit Wood,
east of tint encountering the enemy
leai guauls but not meeting stub-
born lesistance nnv where so that thev
went bevond to a high plateau i

thousand vards further The enemv
shelled the village of Kecoutt as soon
as otu men were In it mi quickl
that it Is clear his gunnels expected
us to airive, and their fighting line
withdrew some distance back leaving
a wider No-JIa- n s Lind for out men
to cross

It was lepotted tint Get man
tioops weie debouching in Marquln
across the Airas-Cambr- load, not
far fiom their icar guard, and out
guns found this place for theli taiget

Meanwhile West Lancashires, navai
brigades and Lowland Scots, in the
Seventeenth Corps below the Cana-
dians were advancing steadilv I told
yesterdaj how the West Lancashires
attacked in the morning, in lino with
the Canadians, aftei much hard fight
Ing on previous dajs, and then swung
southward ind cleared out the
trlanglo between the Hlndenburg sup-

port line and a wood where raanj
pockets of the enemy remained with
machine-gu- n nests, giving much
trouble by their crossfire. They did
this with dogged courage, and in one
Dlace south of the
mailnes of our naval brigades helped
them crush one of thete wasp nests

The naval men came into action
determined not to get thrown back,
but to go fai forvvaid after their

of last March, when they
ind to fall back before the enemv
forces across the Somme battlefields,
where I met them fighting a bitter
rear-guar- d action They had to
march far over ground which 1

traveled csterday, so I knew the
look ot it and the smell of It, and the
horror of it all.

Miles of Wilderness

Behind our present front, which is
moving forward so quickly, there is
for many miles a stricken wilderness
There are no landmarks here, as even
there are on Somme battlefields, where
at least there are rivers and roads
and natural features upon which the
Imagination may fasten for remem-
brance, but here bejond Neuville-Vltass- e

and Bolry and CrolselTes there
Is nothing but a landscape of bare
monotony rising and falling sllfjlttll
from one slope to another, without
high roads cutting across It, without
a river or a valley to break its lines,
without even ruins more than rubbish
heaps of brick which once were ham-
lets.

Trenches marked by hummocks ot
white, chalk- - zigzag over this in
fernal desolation, where tangles ot
barbed wire, all rusted to the color
of wltheied bracken, piles of aban-
doned shells gleaming wet in the tain,
thousands of German stick bombs,
gas masks, helmets, boots, rifles, shat
tered gun limbers, lorries Mashed to
pieces by explosives, and huts broken
to match-woo- d are flung about be-

tween tumble-dow- n dugouts, desested
gun pits, overturned blockhouses,
dead horses, and deep shell pits

Through this plague-stricke- n land,
mile after mile to the far horizon, our
men are marching and our guns are
going up and our tents are pitched
an(i 0ur wounded come walking down
Even to them it has become familiar,
so that they don't turn their heads
to study how this wilderness of death
Is changed to different tones of evil
or , of grimness when the sunlight
breaks through the ralnclouds and
washes it all with Its pale gold light,
revealing more sharply a detail of it
all and how it is darkened when the
sun Is hidden by a black mass of
clouds plied up above the distant
slopes

Hulncd Calvary In Crolsilles

Yet there Is one feature ot the
landscape to which the naval men
turned their heads when they marched
up to battle. It is the only thing left
standing In all this ruin behind our
lines with some character and men
acing beyond a mere ruin. In the
center of Crolsilles, which Is quite
destroyed so that hardly one brick
stands whole upon another, there is a
Calvary of life size. The figure of
Christ has been smashed from the
cross and lies with face upward on a
little hillock, but the Madonna Is stiU
leftalnwht unscarred, I tbink,,t and
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Ktsture of pity fot the evil that has
been done.

I write these things so thnt people
who don't see them njay have In their
mind's eye the scenes through which
our men are passing, et no "vords
of mine can give more than a faint,
blurred Imige of what this desolation
Is really like

For miles oui naval brigades
marched through this until .he
reached their line of action south of
tho Canadians and below Bouchc
Wood As I have said some Royal
Marines turned aside to go lo the help
of the West Lincishlres, but two
other bodies of marines and Ansons
followed by Hatvkes, Diakcs ami
Hoods, went forward to their flist ob-

jective, swinging southcastw ird In
order to come down to the valley of
the Illiondelle, or Agaglie valley, us n
Is sometimes calkd, in older to block
It below Inchv Here they were
checked 1 machine-gu- n fire from
German ltionghoUls but were suc-

cessful in ilestiojing thfse posts and
passed on

He.voiiil Help of (inns
llie pis-.ee- bevond range and help

of theh guns foi a time into the ni
of open warfare hiving to rely utteils
upon theli own titles and lmchtm
guns foi file powei Theli machine
guns did terrible vvoik among the
onemv One team tired JO 000 louuds
at the retreating Germans and manj
men fell under this sweeping fin
Verj cunnlngl and rapidlj our naval
machine gun ucvvs worked their wav
forward with patrols 'and small
bodies of infantrj enfilading the Ger-

man position and getting their targets
Aftei all tho first objectives had

been taken, one brigadier went mound
his forward line, examined the proo-le-

ahead and, satisfied that his men
could go fuither without grave peril,
ordered them to advance agiln and
keep on as long as thev did not lose
touch with cich other or meet trouble
In overwhelming odds Darkness came
but the did not stop and still crept
on slovvlj and cautiouslv Into the
enem's countrj until dawn camp,
when they found themselves on the
west side of Inchv with Queant and
Pronvllle below them and a rlley
curving down southeastward

Their dutj was to block the vallej
and capture Queant bv this turning
movement from the north According
to this plan they spread out and went
down the slopes to the allej on the
east side of Queant and Pronvillp,
closei to thim than had been intended
at first, but achieving the same result

All the Germans fled from Quernt
before their arrival, panic-stricke- n at
the knowledge that we were behind
their lines and beating down on them
A small gariison of seventv men was
still holding out In Pronvllle and
these surrendered to a man when thev
found themselves surrounded

To t'ul Cambrai Ito.ul

Later in the ino-n- ln the naval
brigades advanced again below Inchv
toward the Bapaume-Cambr- road
Their object, as I said before, was to
cut this arter of German retreat. If
they are successful, it Is almost cer-

tain that the will hamper the move-
ment of the German forces in sharp
retreat further south, nd that they
will prevent the withdrawal of the
heavy transports The enemy suc-

ceeded in getting avva most of his
guns, but has been forced to blow up
some of his howitzers, which are now
behind our lines, with their crews as
prisoners

The work of our gunners in getting
forward to keep pace ns far as pos
sible with the Infantry advan.ee has
been verj fine, and I saw today how
our batteries weie straining every
nerve to follow up over all this wild,
roadless land feonie of our s,

which ate heavy and slow
going weapons, were already so far
forward that at noon they opened
rapid fire on the cross-road- s outside
Cambrai, so that this highway must
have been a terror to the crowded Ger-

man transports struggling back In
their retreat.

German prlsontis coming back
through this ground watched our gun
teams gloomily, understanding the
meaning and marvel of all this move-
ment toward their lines, where cheer
young gunners' officers called to their
men to carry on and make haste after
the boche, and gunner colonels, rushed
forward to protect new positions and
transport men .tethered their horses in
fields from which the enemy had gone
only a little while ago leaving fright-ful- l

litter and filth behind him

Prisoners Bejcnid 10,000

Small groups of prisoners passed
and passed, so that we must have
gone well bejond that 10,000 and in
wire inclosures stood new arrivals who
had drifted down after night and were
now under guard Miserable-lookin- g

men were sleeping themselves into
forgetfulness of war, or pacing up and
down like animals in n cage ot
munching food which we piovldeM
They were very hungrj, many of
them having gone several das with-

out supplies owing to the chaos and
disorganization behind the German
line.

In one camp not far from Arras
there are today several thousands pt
prisoners belonging to ten different
divisions, and looking at them one
might well wonder whether at last one
might be Justified in believing that
the German army is beginning to
crack. It Is only Just beginning and
is not near tire breaking point yet,
but the events of the last day and
night reveal greater weakness in our
enemy thanost of us had dared to
hope for, or believe.

In. the north they are still drawing
book in Flanders, and on the other
sld of Ferbnne the Australians are

Mr mob 3yiir eWmm&

they will be able to camouflage all
this In the eyes of their own people or
explain what cannot ba explained
away is an interesting problem

Our men are full of hope and eager
ness to mdko an end of tho whole
business; to strike so hard and to go
so fast that the enerriy will have no
time to recover. To end the jear
with peace is what Inspires the hearts
of our men, and for that they will
fight with their spirit keyed high Per-
il ips our wishes go bejond realities,
but at least the vision Is good

Some of, our men are on their way
back to something like peace aheady.
lied Cios trains are' running down
from the casualty clearing stations
with Blighty men They line close to
the windows, and have passed down
from that abominable land where
nothing grows between the shell
craters but rank grass and weeds, and
where theie Is nothing human ecept
theli own selves In this devilish desert
of war

The travel now behind the lines
into the sweet good count: of France,
vvheie the last of the harvest Is being
gathered in and bronzed wheatsheaves
stand in stubhled fields and peasant
girls wave hands to them and small
bojs and girls watch b clover
patches where sletk cattle feed and
white, sundienched clouds aie piled
high above peaceful villages

Thiough this landscape, near to the
scenes of war now far awav, in
beauty, our wounded pass honrcwaru
bound after great victories

Wonderful Battle Stents
September 21 have seen some veij

wonderful scenes on the battlefields
today. All weie pi oof of another mc
toi, a big and astounding vlctorv, Irr

its first hours After all our recent
progress and the long endurance of
our men, we have pierced the sector
of the Drocourt Queant line the main
line of Gpiman lesistance, and our ad
vnnced tioops ale awav bejond The
eneni has massed units from divisions
fresh ot broken, ever man and batch
of men who can hold lilies and use
them, pioneers and dismounted caval-- l,

laboi battalions and signalers
whom he can gather together in his
bick areas miles awav, and is i ush
ing them up bj road and rail, in
motors and cai ts in ordei to smash
us back and sive himself from

dlsastei
bo theie mav be haid righting

ahead, but oui men Canadians and
Lancashire men and Scots and Eng-

lish countv troops have reached the
enein 's strongest line, taken great
numbeis of prisoners, utterly shat-teie- d

the enemy's first lines of de-

fense and got Into countiy where we
hav e nev ei been before and where
now they are fighting against strong
and despeiate lesistance It Is a re-

markable milltai feat that this at-

tack of ours should be mrde so quick-
ly aftei the battles I described last
week, in which oui men engaged In
hard and blttei fighting around Bulle
couit and Hendecourt and Riencourt
with the Get mans stiffening against
them ever da. 1 said in my mes-

sage jester dav that wo had gained
the phase of offensive, which starteu
on August 8 by driving the enemj
back to the edge of his main line of
defense his famous Hlndenburg line,
with the Drocourt-Quca- switch or
Wotan lino, as they call it, at the
northei n end and that a new phase
would begin when we drove through
that. But I did not then think we
could stait that new attack so soon,
considering all that is involved

The situation was still difficult jes-terd- aj

about Hendecourt and Rien-
court because the enemj had counter-
attacked again heavily and we had
withdrawn from botlr, those villages
It was necessary to retake them be-

fore the Canadians and our English
battalions could go ahead today, to
storm the DrocouitQuc-.- it line on
the way to Cagnlcourt and Buissj
and the country' bejond

Lancashires Retake illages
This task of retaking the villages

was carried out yesterday by Lanca-
shire tioops who had alreadj attacked
at ! 30 a m. on one day, 12 30 a. m
on another, and at 4 and 5 o'clock jes
terdaj morning, and now at 6 05

o'clock that evening started out again
to meet the enemy In the open. The
stormed theii way into the villages,
and our observers, whom I met todaj",
saw them fighting at close grips with
the Germans in the ruined streets
while others of the enemy escaped and
ran

The Lancashire machine gunners did
terrible work in this neighborhood, fir-

ing at the enemy with close targets,
and one sergeant claims to have killed
sity men with his own gun One
Lancashire light trench mortar bat-
ter', fuither south by Bullecourt,
knocked out two machine guns and
took twenty six prisoners, then the
next day took thirteen prisoners, en-
gaged three nests of machine guns and
cleared them, obtained a direct hit
with a trench mortar on one emplace-
ment, destroying its guns, and received
the surrender of another machine gun
section a wonderful achievement for
one small team of men.

It was after all that work that these
Lancashire lads began the attack this
morning in conjunction with the
Canadians on their left and other
British troops on their right. The
Canadians themselves held the ground
from the dry wood south of the Scarpe
to the left of Hendecourt village, and
the Drocourt Queant line was 2500
yards ahead of them, protected by
thick and sharp-spike- d wire and by an
elaborate trench system with many
dugouts and gun emplacements and
strong artillery support. Then they
had to go 1500 yards more to the west
side of Dury and Cagnlcourt, and
then to set through another line' to
Villers,
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easterly angle they had the help ot
a number of tanks. The tank officers
and crews waited beside their engines
In tense expectation of dawn, when
they were to start on their new ad-

venture witlt many perils ahead of
them.

Meanwhile, things as we now know-wer-e

happening on the enemy's side
of the lines. The German high com-

mand was expecting an attack, but
perhaps not quite so soon, and in
desperate anxiety to save the Drocourt-Quean- t

lino had to decide to counter-
attack the Canadians today In order
to defeat our plans, and It had scraped
together, as I have said, every avail-

able unit from miles back of Ihe line.
Into this country south of the Scarpe
they had flurg up three fresh divi-

sions, the Third Reserves, Fifteenth
Reserves and the Sixteenth Division,
with the temnants of the First
Guards, Second Guards Reserves,
Twelfth Reserves, Fifty eighth and
Seventh Cavalry Division, dismount-
ed, battery of the Thirty-sixt- h and
the 111th Division The Twelfth Re
serve had been badlv broken at Bulle
court, the 111th had suffered exceed-
ingly two das ago at Bapaume and
the others had been hard lilt

it was a wild confusion of men
fixed up with units not Inttnded foi
fighting in the line except in the last
ditch of despair, and filled up with
some individuals of at least third
class p'hjslque, combed out from the
last and poorest reserves of German
manhood Trulv the Geiman general
staff is haul pressed foi manpower
to fight battles vvitlvsuch mixed lots

Roche Attack Forestalled

Thev had Intended, as I said, to at-

tack this moining, and had assembled
foi this puipose, but our attack broke
fiist Bj enormous labor and com-ag- e

out gunners had brought their
artillei forwatd over the battle-

ground (aptuied only a da' of two
ago and had many heavv guns, as
well as field batteries, in position,
'o that win n at 5 o'clock oui bar-tag- e

opened it was tcijlflc in power
and effect

The enemy aitillei was in posi-

tion, too though not in such strength,
and theli gunners were fixing theli
fuses and standing by ready to sweep
our lines with file when ouis broke
upon theii lines The found them-

selves obliged to alter theii range,
and one minute after our storm of
shells buist thej dropped down their
barrage onto our positions and roads
It was Intense and terrible, but man
of out men were aheady away bejond
its ' mean point of Impact," as the
gunners put it, and, owing to bhort
shooting, many German soldieis weie
wounded by their own splinters and
direct hits

Our men went awaj with the haze
of the earliest dawn It vvijS some
time, indeed, before the light plereeu
through the storm clouds and rain
showeis and showed any glimmer
above those wide fields of desolation,
where tho onlv landmarks are toin
woods and piles of luin and white
chalk, parapets ot broken trenches
and shell-broke- n windmills and hum-
mocks of earth where the German
machine gunners lay in hiding, and
belts of barbed wire tossed Into broken
strands by our bursting shells.

The tanks moved forward over this
rough ground behind the first infantry
advance, trampling over the wire,
plunging over old trenches, searching
for German machine gun nests, while
thejlghter whippets went faster ahead
to round up prisoners and strike terror
into the trench gairlson

The German gunners watched for
their coming and tried to get diiect
hits on them as they came. The first
Geiman lines were stormed quickly
bj our men, and the German soldiers
were so panic-stricke- n by our advance
and so shaken by fear of death that
they could not fight.

Screamed for Mercy
"They crowded down in their dug-

outs," said Canadian soldiers this
morning, who came back with many
prisoners or with wounds, "and scream-
ed for mercy as soon as we were on
them I'll never forget the sound of
those men's jells down there in the
darkness where they were jammed In
and afraid to come up. It was fairly
bloodcurdling."

I do not know how inany prisoners
we took this morning. All that I
know is that I have never seen so
many trooping back over the battlef-
ields. There is one road up which I
passed to the front which held a
strange and tragic drama, and though
I have seen manj' pictures of war
and the swirl ot many battles, I shall
not forget the trqfllo of that road.

Today the battle was in full progress
away over there and our guns were
firing heavily; and now and then Ger-
man shells came over to ruined vil-
lages on either side of tltls winding
road, bursting with gruff coughs and
flinging up vomits ot smoke and
death. Through tho black ralnclouds
the sun shone upon these frightful
places, these huddles ot brick and
timber that gashed the skyline with
their ribs and fragments, and upon the
wreckage of railways and overturned
engines and old gunplts and earth-
works out of which we had hurled the
enemy on our recent progress. That
was the background of the road, and
along the road itself came an inces-
sant stream of men and mules and
guns. It was like a long frieze on a
living panel in some picture of war.

Victory Moving Forward
A stream going one way was 'made

up of endless chains of batteries and
gun limbers going forward to follow
up the enemy, and battalions were
marching up in support, played up
part of the way by their bands, and.
there-we- r plonee'rm.to make the way
atjMrfit ror,UM)nM W'awBwMUoB
jm an im
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PflLP GBBS PICTURES BRITISH ARMY STRAINING TO STRIKE
CRUSHING BLOW AGAINST FLEEING ENEMY QUEANT SECTOR

wagons. The other way, coming from
the battleline, were the walking
wounded and prisoners and stretcher-bearer-

On one side was the spirit
of victory moving forward, and on
the other side the human price of
victory and the tragedy of defeat.

Crowds of German prisoners came
stumbling back in small groups ot
twenties and fifties, odd dozens of pairs
of men and single figures hobbling
slowly and painfully, with drooping
bodies and their big steel helmets bent
to their chests. Many were wounded,
their heads all bloody and tHelr faces
like masks of bloo1, oi with broken
arms or bullet wounds In their legs'
others were worse than that, so that
thej' could not walk and seemed al-

ready deadi They were carried shoul-
der high on stretchers, trudging
slowly down that crowded way.

Oui, wounded and the German
wounded mixed together and helped
each othei. Some of the Geimans
carried one badly wounded man is
they cairled theii own I saw many
gioups of English and Canadian and
German soldiers walking together with
arms about each othci's necks, prop-
ping each other up, tumbling together,
resting together foi a time in the
shelter of ditches and under lulrrs by
the wayside. Some of the.m lrad picked
up bits of timber and were using them
as crutches or sticks to help them on
their waj, and otheis. after coming
so far, dropped and waited foi an am-

bulance to pick them up latei in the
da Companies of wounded pilson
ers marched down In mllltaiv foi ma-tlo-

With theli own offlceis at theli
head, without escort The officers
called out wcrds of command lo them
as though on theli own side of the
lines, and 1 saw some battalion com
manders among them, walking gravelv
thiough with a beaten look

Prisoners Unescorted
There were hardly any eseoits at

this stage Oui troops were too busy
fighting to provide escorts and the
prisoneis tiudged back alone, peifect-l- y

haimless now and eager to get
beond shell range They passed and
passed as the guns went up, houi
after houi , so theie must bo a lot
of them For the most part, I am
bound to say, the looked tall and
proper men, though they came from
such mixed units and scratch re-

serves

Theie weie man bovs among them,
but sturdy enough to make good
fighting men and their high steel hel
mets gave them a grim look Many,
however, wore their field caps, and
by the numbers on their shoulder
straps one could see many different
regiments After their first terror
thej' showed gladness at their escape,
and many of them showed giatitude
to our men by stopping them on the
roadwaj and offering them Iron
crosses or pictures from their pocket-book- s

Some of them spoke bits of
English and held wayside conversa-
tions with their captors I overheard
some of these lemaiks:

"When will the war end, Fritz''"
asked one of our men; and the man
answered:

"This year "

"Then it will be win for us," said
the English lad

"Perhaps," was the answer, "and I
don't care as long as peace comes "

"Are vou fellows tired of the war?"
asked an English officer; and the an
svver was

"The whole wmld Is tired of war
and so ore all of us."

"Is England hungrv""' was a ques
tlon put by a German prisoner, and
he seemed surprised when our men
laughed and said, "Not a bit of it
We have heaps to eat."

"Our Are Finished"
"Then jou get plenty of food from

America," said the German.
"Some," was the reply. 'our

don't stop us much,"
"Ach," said the German sadly, "our

are kaput finished."
"How many Americans do you think

wo have in rtance?" was one ques-
tion of our men, and another German
soldier said:

"Perhaps a million, and that is
very bad for Germany."

So they passed and passed, men
going up and men coming down, our
wounded and theirs.

The battle was r.olng well so far,
but the German strength ol resistance
was growing as the lours pastel Tne
Canadians had swept through the Dro-CDu- rt

line and were beyond Cagnl-
court and into Dury and Buissy.
They had very hard righting at l3ury,
where there was a sunken road be-

hind a windmill crammed with ma-

chine guns. They came up against
the German third reserve division,
brought up from Mauberge with orderc
to attack at dawn today and take as
much-groun- d as possible. i

These men, whose attack had beln
frustrated, fought well and are still
resisting strongly. The town Mayor
of Drury was captured, and one strag-
gled bird who fell into Canadian hands
was an officer coming back from leave,
who rode this morning with his order-
ly down the Arras Cambrai road igno-
rant of the attack until he fell, horse
and alk into the Canadian line there.
Several battalion commanders were
taken, and one of them, who belongs
to the Lancashire bag ot prisoners,
saw one of his stretcher-bearer- s car-
rying the wounded and asked leave to
speak fo him. Consent was given and
he called the man up and said:

"I was going' to give you. the iron
cross yesterday for gallant conduct,
and now take, this opportunity rof
presenting it to you with my congratu-
lations." '

Prisoner Gets Iron Cross

.The stretcher-bearer- , eenvi stupe-"
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decourt, was asked whether he
thought we would break through tho
Drocourt Queant line

'No," he said, stiffly; 'Germanj
wants it "

"Yes," said an English officer, "but
Germany wanted jou, and yet wo have

""taken jou "
This seemed to leave the German

officer without further argument.
British troops today south ot the

Canadians had a difficult operation at
the outset holding Hendecouit and
Riencourt They had to form up be-

hind the Canadians, then follow on
ind swing south to ' mop up" the
grojnd in the triangle formed by the
Hlndenburg support line as a base
with a little wooded copse as its apex
This they did, walking down the legs
of the triangle; but pickets of the
enemy remained in between with nests
of machine guns which they served
with the utmost lesolution The
copse was a source of trouble in the
way, and Lancashire did not have the
help ot the tanks, as most of them
at that time were on the Canadian
front However, all objectives weie
taken this morning and our observers
reported the tanks far ahead of our
line

The Canadians had ha id fighting
across the Arras Cambiai toad, espe-
cially at cei tain roadS near a tulned
factory and a place called Brioche
farm

It Is too eailj to tell the result of
the battle, but It is still in progress
and, as I have said, the enemy is
apparently pouring up men for coun-
terattacks But as fai as the first
phase goes, we may claim full suc-
cess, for we have bioken the Dio
couit line and taken many hundreds
of prisoners and certainly some' guns.

Many Canadians told mo that they
had passed German batteries abandon-
ed by their gunners, so that those
ought to fall into our hands irr anothei
severe blow to the enemy, and if we
can hold against theli fierce counter
attacks it must jeopaidlze the
strength of the Hlndenburg line and
perhaps force them to a greater re-

treat.
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London. Sent. A.

The London Dally Mall's correspondent'"
i utuie says; a personage in loucn

with...... nnW.ii.Un ..rrnt-- .. t.r. JW.uu.cui niuua UllVliJlB iiio
no iusi iiignc receivca a private reporp,
fo the effppt fh.ll lamnt
recently succeeded In blowing up part ofi'J
the rnv.il taat In Unfli l-

-l

" 'TTnlaao T .,,,,tn i . mn.ti k.Ui.1 t .w...ua tj 1,11,1,1. iiiisirtncii,
continued my Informant, 'another fort
night will see the beginning of Bulp
garlan revolution "

The Dally Plait's correspondent report tl
mac me great victories or the Allies lnv
France have contributed to encourage In
tho Bulgarian army that war weariness "I
which has for a long time pcrmeited its
ranks Troops openly hold political nl
meetings In their camps, at which their
officers have to wink

A regiment was holdlnt, one such meet-
ing iccently when Its colonel appeared
on the scene Absolutely no notice was
taken of him, and no soldier saluted,
The colonel hesitated, and then went ofr.
pretending to have noticed nothing. De-- l
sertions are regiuai.

Some time ago from the Allied posi-
tions the noise a cannonade was
heard coming from the enemy lines, and
observers could see shells The
Allied artillery was quite silent, and it
wis only later that the cause the
phenomenon was explained by the re-,- 1

port of some deserteis from the Bui- - .
garlan side that a large parly of their1
comrades, while trying to escape, had,
been botrayed bv some one, and that
Gerrnarfartillerjmen had put up a small
barrige to prevent their leaving the Bul-
garian trenches

The London Times s Salonlca corre-- .
spondent, under date of August 26, wires
that Bulgarian deserters report that on ,

August T, at the railway station at
Nlsh, Bulgarian soldiers tried to pre-
vent the departure to Get many of four;
carloads of (lour, and that a fight en
sued which resulted In the death ot four l
uermans anu one uuigarian

Fantastic letall prices are ruling
Bulgaria for tin and coppe'r It appears ij
from a report of one of the deserters, I
who the other day was sent lo Nlsh to
buv small quantities these metals,
which wore lequhed for refining regi
mental kitchen utensils, that he had-s- l

to pij 150 levas per kilogram for cop-w--l
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CHINA BUYS WIRELESS PHONESi
l

Makes Contracts Willi Marconi
Company to Value of 51,500,000
Special Cable to Evening Public Ledger

CosurioM. 1118, l,jf Am; loll. Timet Co
I'eliln, Sept i Chinese Govern-

ment has made an agreement with the
Marconi company to purchase wirelesstelephones with fortv-mll- e power at aprice of $1,500,000 The telephones are
to be delivered within nine months

The price will be deducted from a
loan of $3,000,000 at 8 per cent.
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